
Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY — Thursday, 13 November 2014] 

 p8089c-8089c 
Mr Albert Jacob 

 [1] 

DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND WILDLIFE–PEOPLE’S REPUBLIC OF CHINA — PARTNERSHIP 
Statement by Minister for Environment 

MR A.P. JACOB (Ocean Reef — Minister for Environment) [9.01 am]: I draw to the attention of the house 
the newly established links between the Western Australian Department of Parks and Wildlife and the 
People’s Republic of China. The department’s director general, Jim Sharp, and I recently travelled to Shaoguan 
in Guangdong province and to Nanjing, which is Perth’s sister city, in Jiangsu province to sign agreements that 
will benefit tourism, parks management and plant conservation research. Both events were attended by 
significant Chinese print and electronic media. In an exciting development, Western Australia’s first sister-park 
relationship has been created between Danxiashan National Park and Purnululu National Park, which are both 
World Heritage listed. 
This partnership offers significant cross-cultural tourism opportunities. The parks are major visitor attractions 
and their striking natural landscapes, based on sandstone formations together with plant and animal biodiversity, 
have inspired internationally renowned artworks. Danxiashan is renowned for its geology and sandstone 
formations as the inspiration for legends, poems and cliff and stone inscriptions, while Purnululu’s 
Bungle Bungle Range, with its magnificent orange and grey beehive-shaped sandstone towers, contains hundreds 
of archaeological sites highlighting ancient rock art, stone quarries and burial places. A second agreement for 
cooperation in plant science and research was signed between the Department of Parks and Wildlife and the 
Institute of Botany, Chinese Academy of Sciences in Jiangsu province. These organisations are responsible for 
botanic studies and classification, along with vital plant research. Research will focus on plant taxonomy and 
systematics; plant resources, including pharmaceuticals; and conservation management. Both formal agreements 
have been signed for an initial five-year period and will involve collaboration on joint activities and projects, the 
sharing of information, staff training and development opportunities. 
I am confident that both these agreements will result in greater exchange between our two countries in a wide 
range of interests. 
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